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“Volunteerism -  The Key To Success”  

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

All media points to all demographics, yelling about the im-
portance of maintaining physical health, mental stability, and 
some type of social likeability. It seems to be something lack-
ing in these media bursts. For most of us, life seems to be an 
ongoing series of problems (challenges) and hurdles. It does 
not matter how evolved or awakened you are, life still pre-
sents obstacles and problems. 

For the past four months, I had a friend named James.  We 
met when he came to me asking if I would pray for him. Of 
course, I said as we shook hands; tell me about yourself. I 
found out he was in his late 80s, 2 good careers, and part of a 
large family and circle of friends that he loved, and they loved 
him. He had a positive, winning personality and one 
“bodacious” hand shape, and living with the late stages of can-
cer. One afternoon last week, I was at his hospice bedside 
praying. Early the following morning, he crossed over. Those 
were his words. He had told me earlier he was on his “earth 
journey” and felt his time to leave was approaching. His con-
cern was to keep his “crybaby ego” in check and take “orders” 
from his God. Hey James – mission accomplished! 

James, through his example showed me what we all need and 
that is a program of spiritual “hygiene” in addition to other 
maintenance programs. This reminds me of a book from the 
60s by the late Zig Ziglar. His analogy is like a media ad: “We 
often need to see our “I” doctor and then get a check up from 
the neck up”! Back then, I thought it was good positive think-
ing. Today, I see this as a needed spiritual practice: Let’s exam-
ine this checkup x-ray- there are three rectangles in our mind. 
One labeled conscious mind, one labeled God mind, and one 
labeled “cry baby” ego mind. After our checkup the God mind 
is imprinted on our conscious mind, while our “crybaby” ego 
mind is off to see the “I” doctor. Through daily prayer and 
meditation, we invite God into our conscious “will and life” for 
strength and direction. Our ego during this time, is beginning 
to see through a perspective of love, rather than fear. “The 
power of God within me, is greater than any power before 
me”. God elevates us above our problem or situation until clo-
sure. I do need to tell you as an Army Pathfinder and as a spir-
itual pathfinder – the altitude might be low like tree top level, 
yet enough for mission accomplishment. 

It is with great pride to report our Post 159 family – Legion-
naires, Honor Guard, Auxiliary, Sons, Riders and Cruisers – 
were once again involved in honoring our departed Veterans 
for Memorial Day. 

June 6 is D-Day.  In 1944, Allied Forces invaded Europe. 
Please take a moment to introduce yourself and thank our 
Post 159 Legionnaires who served during WWII. 

We are keeping busy on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights 
with meals, entertainment, and daily specials.  Tuesday’s are 
Build Your Own Burger from 4 to 7pm and after all the month-
ly meetings, Thursday’s are Fish Fry from 4 to 7pm. 

I want to thank all the volunteers from our Post who continu-
ally step up wherever and whenever needed by decorating, 
setting up, cleaning and making repairs.  Thanks Legionnaires, 
Auxiliary, Sons, Riders, Cruisers and their spouses for all your 
help.  It is greatly appreciated! 

After some repairs and your help, there are no more issues on 
the sewer lines plugging up! 

Our next blood drive is July 8th from 11am to 3pm.  Please 
consider donating. 

Our Post adjutant, Pete Muller has worked extremely hard on 
membership and has surpassed our 100% goal! 

A special nod to Rusty Weatherhead for his Service Officer 
work and everything else you do.  Anytime he is in the Post, 
you will find him helping with membership, bussing tables 
even answering phones!  Way to go Rusty… 

 We are still looking at repairs to the bar and other issues dur-
ing this off season. 

We have tweaked our volunteer chip system.  Please see me 
if you have any questions.  Use them as you always do, it is 
more behind the scenes for better accounting appropriate 
sales and expenses of our beverage inventory.  This is just 
good business practice. 

For God and Country 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
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    Thank you, James, for being part of my 
life, giving me a review, and your assistance 
in writing this article! As I pray now, I will 
pray when I finish your eulogy at Sarasota 
National next month: Further, Supreme 
Commander, we ask you make our Com-
rade James available to us as we cross over, 
saying over here, you have nothing to fear! 
For God and Country- Amen  Rod Dimon - 
Chaplain 

SAL 

I would like to thank everyone in our Legion 
family for their support over the last year 
and especially to the officers and volunteers 
of the Sons that supported and helped  me 
during my term as commander. It has been 
a fun and great year. We were able to pro-
vide music and dancing from some of the 
great local bands. Many thanks to our  pub-
lic support that made our events profitable 
for our many charitable organizations that 
we help support through out the year. Our 
elections of officers is now complete for the 
upcoming year. Please give the same great 
support to our newly elected Commander, 
John Hammond, who will  help lead the 
Sons into 2019 - 20 year. John has been an 
officer in different capacities for the last 
several years. We can all be assured that 
the Sons of the American Legion Squadron 
159 will be in very capable hands. Thanks 
again for the great adventure of the last 
year. that is quickly coming to an end when 
our new officers are installed in July. 

For God and Country, Gary Ley, Commander 

AUXILIARY 

I must say, this past year has gone by quickly.  
I have been honored to serve as your Presi-
dent.  I am happy to have this platform to ex-
tend my gratitude to all those who were 
there to support me. 

First, thank you to the Commander of the 
SAL’s who happens to share my last name.  
Serving as co-leaders with Gary made this 
year so much easier and a whole lot more 
fun. 

Thank you to Commander Howie.  Your sup-
port was always given.   Without you and 
your Adjutant, Pete, we would have not had 
such a successful year. 

To all the officers of 2018 – 2019:  Marlene, 
Marie, Toni, Sherry, Lulu, Debi and Judy, 
there really are no words to express how 
much I appreciated your support and friend-
ships.   

Thanks to all the Ex-Board, Jean, Ann Marie 
and Reni.  Your hard work kept us out of 
trouble and kept us in line.  

I also want to thank all the Auxiliary Mem-
bers who volunteer to make our events suc-
cessful.  Those of you who make it to Bingo 
every week, sell tickets at game night, deco-
rate for everything and fix and serve food at 
potlucks.  We are an awesome group.  Please 
don’t hesitate to get involved because you 
are missing out on some great times and 
great friendships. 

I will be seeing all of you at the Post.  I see a 
lot of Harvey Wallbangers and Cosmos in my 
future.  

In the Spirit of Service, Donna Ley, President 



June 18th between 9 and 7 

Post 159 Election for New Officers 

You must be a current 2019 Post 159 
member in good standing to vote.  

Come vote for the person(s) you want 
to see LEAD our Post into the future! 
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SHOW YOUR PRIDE 
Now in our display case:  Flags - New Hats - Collared 

Shirts - T-Shirts -  Hat Tacks - Patriotic Bracelets - Pins - 
Challenge Coins - Don’t see it, ask for it, we might get it! 
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Newsletters are available online at 
www.novelpost159.org 

Transfers To Post Everlasting 

Post 159 Color and Honor Guard are ready and able 
to serve. To request their service or for additional  

information, call:  Norm at (941) 223-3749 

James Sullivan           Frank Lucas        

Bud Hubert Sullivan 

*** PLEASE REMEMBER *** 

IF YOU OR YOUR GUEST ARE NOT MEMBERS OF 

POST 159….. 

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO SIGN IN! 

THIS IS AN ON-GOING ISSUE AND ONE THAT IS 

EASILY REMEDIED… JUST SIGN IN! 

American Legion Riders 
New Director!  New Future! 

We will Ride! 

Let them hear our Roar; join Us. 

Rest in Peace Comrades, may God be with you, look out for Us. 

HEAR YE HEAR YE POST 159 

    Cruiser Club, Breakfast Meeting  

4th Saturday Monthly  

9am at the Legion and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

ADJUTANT’S CORNER 

I have been your Post Adjutant for a year now. I have 
found it both interesting and enjoyable. Some of the 
most interesting things I hear is, “You Can’t Do It That 
Way”, “That’s Not The Way We Do It Here”, “We 
Tried It That Way, It Doesn’t Work”,” We Can’t Do 
That because The Moose Does It”, “You Can’t Get To 
100% Because They’re All Dying or Dead”. Well, as 
Sinatra said, “ I Did It My Way”.  

We made changes in the kitchen and we got to 100% 
Membership. My hope is the Commander will want 
me back as Adjutant. I thank all those who really 
stepped up to help out. 

Overall it’s been enjoyable, interesting and frustrating 
but I’m looking forward to doing it all again. For God 
and Country, Peter 

Thank you for your military service to our Country and  
for having the courage to defend our freedoms. 

Meetings are 2nd Tuesday Monthly at 6PM  
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Bulletin Boosters  

June 2019/July 2019—  Issue 

 $4.00 PERSONALS 

Let a friend know that you care or place a 25 word “For 
Sale” ad - here - for just $4.00. 

FOOD for the needy continues to need our support.  
Thank you to the individuals and groups who have gener-
ously donated to our Food Bank.  Keep up the good work! 

Please call Al “The Godfather” Angelastri at the Post: 485-
4748 If you have questions. 

Just Published. WWII color book (200 pages) 
on Vets & Souvenirs only $20. This would make 
a  GREAT gift. Long time member of this Post.  
Call Denny: (941) 244-2333  
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Your help is needed to produce an informative bulletin for YOUR Post. Please complete the booster form be-
low and give it to our office personnel with a check in the amount of $10.00 per person for one year’s support. 
The month indicates when your Booster dues expires. Please continue to support this publication.  Thank you. 

A $50 donation will make you a 
flag donor.  

The flag will be flown in your 
honor for one month.  If you de-
sire, the flag will be yours when 

taken down. 

Important Numbers 
South County Service Officer (941) 861-3047 

Department of Veterans Affairs (800) 827 -1000 
State Service Officer (800) 827 -1000 
V.A. Clinic Sarasota (941) 371-3349 

Bay Pines (888) 820 0230 

Don’t forget to renew your MEMBERSHIP 

WWII Collector will buy most American, German & 
Japanese war souvenirs. Long time member of this 
Post. See newly published book ad.  Call Denny: 
(941) 244-2333                                          

Or Here!! 

Your Ad Here!! 

YOU OWE IT 
TO YOUR 

POST 
TO ATTEND 
MONTHLY 

MEETINGS 

JUN/JUL 
Chuck Beaton 
Nancy Beaton 
Edward 
Myslivecek 
Gerda Fife 
Dwight Went-
worth 
AUG/SEPT 
Elizabeth 
Molloy 
DEC/JAN 
Don & Vickie 
Farrell 
Ralph (Red) 
Hynch 
Mona Hynch 
Harry W. 
Brown 
   In Memory of 
   Lynne Brown 

Doug Hollis 
   In Memory of 
   Ken Hollis 
John Farrow 
OCT/NOV 
John Farrow  
Dee Hollis  
   In Memory of 
   Ken Hollis 
Wil Brickner 
Haigh 
Sarkissian 
Don Blair 
Pat Blair 
Ed Kalchbren-
ner 
Sharon Nead-
stine 
Bob Parkinson 
APR/MAY 
Al Angelastri 

Phyllis Ange-
lastri 
Nina Arzberger 
Kevin Collins 
Lloyd Cox 
Marilyn Cox 
Harold Her-
nandez 
Edward  
Myslivecek 
Don Napo 

LEGION NO-VEL POST 159 
BECOME A BULLETIN BOOSTER AND/OR  FLAG DONOR  

 

BOOSTER:  $10 per person, per year. 
HONORARY EDITOR:  $35 lists you prominently as our honorary 
Editor of the Month. 
ADVERTISER:  $75 per year.  Please furnish text or a business 
card (See ad size Page 7).  Larger ads are available at an in-
creased rate. 
PERSONAL AD:  $4 per ad, per edition.  Members may place an 
individual ad selling an item or wishing someone well.  Please 
limit your ad to approximately 25 words and attach your re-
quest to this form.   
FLAG DONOR:  $50 per month.   The U.S. Flag will be flown in 
your honor for one month.  You can claim the flag when it is 
taken down. 
YES!  YOU CAN DEPEND ON MY SUPPORT!!! 
Print Name(s) __________________________________________________________ 
Address  _______________________________City __________________St  _______ 
City ________________________________  State ___________ 

Check one: 
  ___ Booster  ___ Editor  ___ Advertiser  ___ Personal  ___ Flag 
 
Donations may be mailed or turned in to the Front Office. 
 
Amount Received:  ________   Date:   ________   Effective Month:   ________       
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Receive your newsletter in one of four ways.   
 

1.  Electronically at www.novelpost159.org.  Posted every 
other month.  We mass e-mail when available.  Check your 
spam folder. 
 

2.  In Person.  Come to the Post’s front office.   
 

3.  Request one from the adjutant via e-mail.  I’ll send  
it  back to you the same way. 
 

4.  Mail.  If you are computer challenged, we will mail 
you one, but we will incur the cost of printing & ship-
ping.  We would rather go electronic.  We are saving 
$9,000.00 a year with the current system in place.  You 
must contact us and verify your mailing address. 

Marino Plumbing 
Disposals * Toilets  

Water Heaters  
Service Calls 

Installations Sat & 
Sunday No Extra 497

-1806 
CFC 1425844 
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  SHOW YOUR PRIDE 
Flags - Hats - License Plate Holders - Hat 

Tacks - Shirts - Bracelets  See our Adjutant or 
Bartender 

 



Post Officers 

Commander Howard Van Nostrand 
1st Vice ...…......… Wilfried Brickner 
2nd Vice ………...….…….... Larry Kalb 
Adjutant ………..…….... Peter Muller 
Chaplain ……...…………... Rod Dimon 
Finance Officer …...Andrew Pepper 
Judge Advocate …. James Keitchen 
Sgt-at-Arms ……….… Tom Overman 
Service Officer…………. Frank Noren 

…………………..… Rusty Weatherhead 
Executive Board ……..... Rod Dimon 
…...……………..………… Steve Doughty 
…………………….… Norman MacLellan 
……………………...……… Dennis Turner 

S.A.L. Officers  

Commander ..……...……….......... Gary Ley 
1st Vice …….......……..….……..... Larry Kalb 
2nd Vice ………….…..……. John Hammond 
Adjutant ..…………................ Martin Wise 
Finance ……………………………..... Bob Didio 
Chaplain .……….………...…….. Tim Sharkey 
Sgt-at-Arms ..……...….…….... Terry Duffey 

Auxiliary Officers  

President …………..….…….. Donna Ley 
1st Vice …..……… Marlene Hammond 
2nd Vice …….…………. Marie Brugnola 
Secretary ……..……..……. Judy Steimel 
Treasurer ……..…… Sherry Buffington 
Chaplain ..……. Leanne (LuLu) Rodick  
Historian …………..….... Toni Brugnola 
Sgt-at-Arms ….............. Debbie Rossi 
Executive Board……….. Reni Breeden 
………………………….………….… Jean Kalb  
………………………… Ann-Marie Weldon  

1770 E. Venice Ave. 

American Legion NO-VEL 
Post 159  

Non Profit Org 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Venice, FL 

Permit #884 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 9 - 3 

POST MEETINGS 

NO-VEL Post 159 
3rd Tuesday monthly 6 PM 

Can we count on you? 

Alcohol served to members only, 
Bartenders have the right to refuse service. 

Resident/or 

     
Postal Regulations 

Title of Publication:  American Legion NO-VEL Post 159 

Issue Date & Number:  Appear on cover - Published:  Bi-Monthly 

Name & Address of Organization:  American Legion NO-VEL Post 159 

                                                        1770 E. Venice Ave., Venice, FL  34292 

Important Post E-Mail Addresses 
Commander:  commander@novelpost159.org 

Adjutant:  adjutant@novelpost159.org 
Office Admin:  administration@novelpost159.org 

Web Site Address:  www.novelpost159.org 

God Bless Our 
Troops 

Riders Officers 

Director ………..……….... Howard C Hone Jr 
Asst. Dir./Rd. Capt. ……...…... Ron Felicita 
Treasurer .……...……………....... Jeff Cupano 
Secretary .………............. Craig Whitehead 
Sgt-at-Arms ……………….….. Mike Finneran 
Chaplain ………….............…... Rob Breeden 
Historian …………….……….……….……… Open 
Advisor ……..………….……... None Assigned KEEP OUR MILITARY IN  YOUR PRAYERS 


